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March 29, 2015    Mark 11:9-10 

 

      “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

      “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” “Hosanna in the highest!”  

 

This past year I went to watch my son play basketball at Carrollton.  A high school girl from Carrollton came up 

to me and Prof. Koch with a smile and said, “You look like nice people.”  Immediately, my guard went up.  I’m 

glad she thinks I look nice and I am approachable, but she must want something from me.  Sure enough, she 

was trying to sell us calendars.   

 

When we hear the people praising Jesus on His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the pessimistic side of us can’t 

help but wonder, “What do they want from him?”  Were they just trying to manipulate Him with their praise?  If 

so, wouldn’t Jesus Himself have told them to be quiet; like He did so many times to the demons?   

 

There were many people in Jerusalem from the surrounding countryside who had come for the Passover.  Jesus 

had spent a majority of His ministry in the countryside that these people came from; healing their sick; chasing 

out their demons; and raising their dead; unlike the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law that spent most of their 

time in Jerusalem.  Remember also that just earlier in the week Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead.   So it 

would appear that the Jews were genuinely excited for Him to come and so they came out to greet Him along 

the way - praising Him as the King they believed Him to be.  Yes, they probably also expected Him to set up 

shop in Jerusalem and start ruling over them like a king would.  But in the same sense; even though their praise 

was somewhat misguided; there is nothing to make us think that it wasn’t genuinely heartfelt.   

 

The Hosanna Song: What Does this Mean?  

 

Hosanna  

 

So the people sang “Hosanna.”  This verse was originally from Psalm 118.  The Jews tended to sing these 

Psalms on their way up to Jerusalem and then they sang them also during their festivals.  We used to strictly 

speak our Psalms, but when Christian Worship was written it was purposely intended to get us singing the 

Psalms again.  The common refrains were written to stick with you.   Even Psalm 118, which we haven’t sung 

in some time might flow from your tongue, “This is the day the Lord has made...”  That’s how the Jews would 

sing.  So it probably happened that they started singing portions of Psalm 118 while Jesus was riding into town.  

“Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he, blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name 

of the Lord.”  We’ll sing it today during the Lord’s Supper. 

 

What does Hosanna really mean?   When the crowd starts singing, even familiar songs - we want to make sure 

that we aren’t just singing the words; but that we really think about the words we are singing.  I thought it 

would be good for us to carefully examine what they were singing this Palm Sunday, as we too have sung these 

words hundreds of times.  If we don’t know what they mean, or only sing the words because that’s what printed 

on the screen; then we run the risk of vain repetition in our worship.  There’s meaning behind these words.  

 

Hosanna had probably morphed into a basic “Praise the Lord” type of word when the people used it on Palm 

Sunday.  But the word in the Hebrew actually means “Save please.”  It is a plea to the Lord for salvation; and it 
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is spoken in a very honorable and respectful way.  It is not demanding it of God, as if He owed it to you.  It is 

begging it of God, even though He doesn’t owe it to you.  The word is a plea from God for salvation. 

 

This is good to know, because sometimes people can’t be addicted to praise and held captive by it.  In their 

minds, in order to properly praise the Lord they have to feel a certain amount of excitement and the music has to 

hit a certain amount of frenzy for it to be proper “praise” of the Lord.  If the worship service doesn’t meet this 

criteria and the amount of emotion isn’t there, well then they didn’t really praise the Lord at all.  There was no 

Hosanna really sung.   

 

But if Hosanna actually comes from a need and a plea for salvation, then it has nothing to do with how loudly 

we sing it or what melody is used.  It is a praise based on reality, the reality that we are sinners who need Jesus 

to come and save us from God’s wrath.  We are dying sinners who need salvation from death.  We are harassed 

sinners that need protection from Satan and deliverance.  That’s what He rode into Jerusalem to do.  He came 

there to save us from our sins by taking God’s wrath on Himself.  He came to save us from death by dying for 

us and rising from the dead to give us the promise of resurrection through baptism and faith in Him.  He came 

to save us from the devil’s accusations by paying the price; giving Satan nothing to accuse us of.  These are 

specific reasons for which we praise Him on this Palm Sunday; because of what He came to do; to save us by 

dying on the cross for us.  Hosanna says to Jesus as He rides into Jerusalem, “Please, I beg of you Lord - save 

me from this mess of a world I’m in!” 

 

You need to remember that when you come to worship and praise the Lord.  Your life doesn’t need to be going 

great in order to praise the Lord.  You don’t have to have all of your ducks in a row.  You don’t have to have 

great health.  You don’t need to sing it with all your might.  You might have had a terrible week; fallen into 

some sins that you were trying so hard to fight against.  No matter how old or young you are; whether you feel 

great about where you are or miserable; God calls on all to praise Him with this simple phrase, “Save please.”  

The Jews may not have realized it, but that’s what Jesus was riding into Jerusalem to do.  That’s what we see on 

Good Friday; where Jesus is heading; to save us; to be the answer to our Hosanna.  

 

 “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

 

The word for blessed is literally “eulegomenos.”  It literally means “good words.”  Good words were spoken by 

God Himself.  “This is my Son, whom I love.  With Him I am well pleased.  Listen to Him.”  What more 

could He have said of Jesus?   

 

When God says something - His words naturally bring forth blessing.  He spoke the universe into existence.  

Our very ability to live and procreate - this power flows from His creative words that blessed us with such 

ability.  If God had not said, “Be fruitful and multiply” - without His words - we would have no power to do 

so.  So it is God’s Words which He uses that pronounce and convey the blessing.  We bless those we baptize by 

using the words of Jesus, “I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”  

We bless the elements of the Lord’s Supper by repeating the words of Institution over them.    

 

So when the crowd called Jesus “blessed” we can understand what they perhaps didn’t even think of when they 

called Him blessed; He was blessed with the words of approval from His Father; He was blessed with the divine 

initiative and call to be the Messiah; the reason and basis of God’s Word of forgiveness.  Jesus’ actions were 
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living words from God; showing us His grace and mercy in Christ.  Jesus indeed is known as the Word of God 

through which the whole world is blessed.  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

What is the name of the Lord?  It is Jesus, which means “the Lord saves.”  You’ve heard when someone says, 

“He has a reputation to uphold.”  Jesus had a name and reputation to uphold.  Isaiah 53 predicted what would 

happen to the Messiah.  He would despised and rejected.  He would be crushed for our iniquities.  Therefore He 

was coming to die; to be what God promised Him to be, “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world.”   

 

In reality for Jesus, when he came in the name of the Lord, His name was both a blessing and a curse.  When 

Jesus defined Himself as the One; the Messiah; the Chief Priest and the Teachers of the Law dug in their heels 

and called Him a cheat and a liar and an insurrectionist; and then sentenced Him to death.  His blessing of being 

perfectly obedient to the Father brought upon Him the curse of damnation on the cross.  Cursed is he.  Cursed is 

He.  Cursed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  But His curse is our blessing.  Without His curse we 

have no blessing.  But with His curse we have the blessing of knowing our sins are paid for.  God’s wrath is 

satisfied.  It is an ironic thing that He who was the most blessed would also be the most cursed; in order to give 

us the blessing of forgiveness and salvation.  Blessed is He.  Blessed is He. Blessed is He who comes in the 

name of the Lord.   

 

“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!”  

 

As mentioned before, when the Jews sang this song, they were probably expecting Jesus to set up shop in 

Jerusalem and begin a new kingdom; a kingdom where they would be in power and find safety.  Their Messiah 

would lead them in worship and also direct a new kingdom of power and justice on earth.  This is what they 

expected of the Messiah. 

 

But when Jesus told us to pray “thy kingdom come,” He was thinking much deeper and greater than that.  Jesus 

told Pilate while under arrest, “My kingdom is not of this world.”  (John 18:36)  It is a heavenly kingdom.  He 

also told the disciples, “The kingdom of God is within you.”  (Luke 17:21) So from Jesus’ own words He 

defined the kingdom as an inner kingdom; a spiritual one; where the Holy Spirit rules our thoughts and 

emotions with faith in Jesus Christ.  It is a kingdom through which God takes us from heaven to earth by His 

forgiveness and mercy in Christ.   

 

What a blessing this kingdom is!  We know that Jesus rules over the entire universe.  We know that our sins are 

paid for.  We know and believe that angels are looking over us and protecting us.  We know that when Jesus 

comes on Judgment Day He will take us to a new place; a new heavens and earth.  Even as all things go from 

bad to worse on this earth, they still work out for our spiritual good.  There is a peace that the Holy Spirit brings 

within that is worth more than all of the gold of the world.  There is an inner health that we have from His love 

and forgiveness that is deeper than any position of power or glory in the world.  This is truly a blessed kingdom 

Jesus has brought.   

 

Do you believe this?  Do you live like this and think like this; that you are so blessed to live in this kingdom?  

Judas didn’t think so.  Neither did the Teachers of the Law or the Pharisees.  To them Jesus brought a threat; a 

threat to remove them from power.  When the people sang to Jesus as if He were the Promised One to come 
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from David’s line; they told Jesus to shut them up.  Jesus did nothing of the sort.  So they plotted to kill Him.  

They succeeded, and in doing so set up the very kingdom they were trying to tear down. Through their very 

rebellion they only succeeded to accomplish God’s will; the salvation of the world.   

 

“Hosanna in the highest!”  

 

“The Highest” is a term that is often used to refer to God Himself - the Most High One.  These people in 

Jerusalem were directing their praise up to God Himself up in the heaven; expecting Him to hear their praise for 

the One who was riding through their streets.   Little did they realize that He - the Highest One - was actually 

riding on that donkey right in front of them.   

 

It is interesting that the same words were used at the divine end which were used at the beginning of Jesus’ 

entry into this world.  When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary he said, “He will be called the Son of the 

Most High.”  Then when Jesus was born the angels sang, “Glory to God in the highest.”  So when these 

people sang, “Hosanna in the highest,” they were in fact connecting this One on earth with that One in heaven 

- they were praising God for sending His Son to be on earth.  The two were intimately connected.  The Son 

came in God’s name and with God the Father’s blessing.  He was riding into Jerusalem to die; because He 

wanted to and because God the Father sent Him to do that very thing.  You see, the Father wanted our sins paid 

for too.  The Father wanted us saved too.  

 

So we also praise God - the Most High - for Jesus on earth.  We have the same hope and expectation; to praise 

God in heaven with our words of praise here on earth for sending Jesus to Jerusalem.  For this Jesus still comes 

to us; not on a donkey; but in the bread and wine.  This Jesus still speaks on our behalf.  We praise God - all 

three Persons of the Trinity; for this is all God’s doing; all three Persons in unity.  It is the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit all working together as One God for one purpose; to save us.    God has come to earth to 

save us.  Hosanna in the highest!  He is worthy of our praise. 

 

When our children learn their commandments they also learn the explanation as explained by Martin Luther.  It 

begins with a “Was ist das?”  In English it means, “What does this mean?”  Luther wanted the children and us 

not just to recite the Word; but to KNOW what it MEANS.  “What does this mean” is a good question to ask of 

this Palm Sunday praise song.  Why are we singing Hosanna?  What does it mean?  Why is Jesus riding into 

Jerusalem?  Don’t forget why we are praising Jesus this week.  He is riding into Jerusalem to be cursed for us; 

to die for us; to bless us and to save us; as you will see this Friday.  That is what this means.  Amen.   


